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Apex

court clears single

exam for all MBBS courses

Dhananjay Mahapatra | TN

New Delhi: The Supreme Court on Mon-
day gave an important clarification that
wil] enable Medical Council of India (MCD
to go ahead with its plan to hold a single
common entrance test (CET) for MBBS
and post-graduation seats in all govern-
ment and private medical colleges from
next year, that is the academic session
for 2011-12.

Appearing for the MCI governing coun- -

cil, senior advocate Amarendra Saran in-
formed a bench comprising Justices R V
Raveendran and A K Patnaik that the reg-
ulator was not issuing the notification for
single CET because of pending petitions
in the SC. The bench clarified MCI could
go ahead with the notification.

»Move to affect 31K'MBBS seats, P17

UNIFIED ACCESS

> There are 144 govt medicat colleges with
a total of 16,398 students and 17¢ pvt
institutes (including some 5¢ deemed
univs) with 19,085 seats

» Biggest test held by CBSE, for admission
to 15% all-India quota in every govt-run
institute. Close to 2 lakh candidates sit for it

p CET held by state govts

» Private colleges in every state jointly
hold their own entrance tests

» Every deemed university also has an
entrance test

FUTURE STREAMLINED
Students will now have to sit for a'sing

exam for admissi
" govt and private

Move to affect entrance
for 31,000 MBBS seats

» Continued from P1

i he bench clarified that “pendency
of petitions will not stand in the

way of MCI notifying the new reg-
ulaticns (proposing single CET) and oth-
ers from challenging the notification (sub-
sequently)”. This clarification will allow
MCI to notify its regulations envisaging
single CET for MBBS and PG courses in
all medical colleges from 2011.

Once MCI issues notification, there will
be a single entrance examination each for
MBBS and MD courses offered by all 271
medical celleges, 138 run by government
and 133 under private management. These

colleges offer over 31,000 seats for MBBS

courses and 11,000 seats for PG degrees.
Saran, aided by petitioner Simran Jain’s

counsel A D N Rao, had pleaded for single

common entrance test, arguing it would -

protect students from harassment of hav-
ing to appear in 10 to 15 entrance tests every
years. Addressing the concern of state gov-
ernments afraid of losing their quota in
state medical colleges, MCI clarified that
state quota would remain intact as *Na-
tional Eligibility-cum-Entrance Test’
(NEET) would draw up a national merit
list as well as state-wise ranking list for
general category, SC, ST and OBC as well
as physically challenged persons.
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Soon, diabetics to make own insulin

- American Experts Turn Stem Cells Into Pancreatic And Intestinal Tissues

Washington: Stemn cells can
: be transformed into the pan-
“creatic cells needed to treat
diabetes and into complex
layers of intestihal tissue,
scientists demonstrated in
two experiments reported.
,  In one, a team turned im-
‘mature sperm cells into pan-
creatic tissue, while another
team turned embryonic stem
‘cells into complex layers of in-
testinal tissue. Both studies
show new ways to use stem
icells, which arethe body's mas-
ter cells and which can come
from avariety of sources.

A team at Georgetown Uni-
versity in Washington worked

with spermatogonial stem, -

cells, mastercellsthat giverise
tosperm inmen. Ian Gallicano
and colleagues used germ-de-
rived pluripotent stem cells,
which are made from the sper-
matogonial stem cells. They
nurtured these cells in the lab
with compounds designed to
make these céells start acting
like pancreatic beta cells,
which produce insulin.
When transplanted into
diabetic mice, these cells pro-
duced insulin, acting like the

SAY GOODBYE TO JAES

pancreatic beta cells that the
body mistakenly destroys in
type-l diabetes, Gallicano's

team told a meeting of the
American Society for Cell Bicl-
ogy inPHiladelphia, Currently,
children and young adults di-

-agnosed with type-1 diabetes

must take insulin for life.
Gallicano said men's own
cells could be used as a source
of their transplants, and he
said perhaps the approach
may work in women too.
“While these cells come from
the human testis, the work
here is not necessarily male-
centric,” they wrote. “These
fundamental aspects could
easily be applied to the female

counterpart, oocytes.”
Separately, Jambs Wellsand
colleagues at Cincinnati Chil-

- dren's Hospital Medical Center

in Ohic turned two different
kinds of stem cell into complex
layers of intestinal tissue, Writ-
ing in Nature, Wells's team
showed they could transform
these cells into what they called
organoids. These organoids
can be used to study intestinal
diseases such as inflammatory
bowel diseases and short-gut
syndromes and perhaps could
be used to treat them someday,
Wells's team said. acencies
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Karachi: Top Indian and Pa-
kistani ITCEOs met in Kara-
chiand Lahore last weel and
called for increased bilateral
collaboration to realise the
potential of over 5 billion
businessinnext 10vears.

"Indians and Pakistanis
hawe cultural, linguistic and
demographic affinities due
to which our IT companies
and individuals cooperate
around the world. It's time
such collaboration  takes
place in our countries and
helpsour industries, " noted a
declaration at the end of the
meet held under Aman ki
Asha IT Commitiee banner
on Friday and Saturday

The committes — one of

increased collab

aman ki asha

INDO-PAK PEACE PROJECT

the six such India-Pakistan
business committeescreated
under the Aman ki Asha ini-
tiative — met to discuss the
potential for Information
Technology  collaboration,
besides promoting peace be-
tween the two countries.
The declaration noted
that Palistan's significant
product  ecosysterm  com-
bined with India's world
class companies can become

[ndia-Pak I'T CEOs sce

oration

a global best offermng solu-
tions to the world.

The CEOs called for an
easier visa regime for in-
creased business collabora-
tions and noted that the cur
rent bilateral trade — $2
billion — can guadruple if
trade, investments and joint
ventures are allowed frealy
“{The two) countries have
much to offer to each other,
with rich human resource
capabilities and intellectual
property. (This) could be lewv-
eraged through joint pro-
jects,"itsaid.

“We would) work to-
wards developing India-Pa-
kistan joint technology ini-
tiatives  through which
people can meet, interact,
teach and learn,™ it said.
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Small wonder:
Ants can solve
maths problems

Washington: Anantcolony
is probably the last place one
would expect to find a maths
whiz, but a study has shown
that they could solve com-
plex, dynamic problems, and
may even help computer ex-
perts develop better software.

An international team
has found the ants are capa-
ble of solving difficult math-
ematical problems and also
abletodowhatfewcomputer
algorithms can-—adaptopti-
mal solution tofita problem,
the Journal of Experimen-
tal Biology reported.

Using a novel technique,
scientists tested whether
Argentineants could solvea
dynamic optimisation prob-
lem by converting classic
Towers of Hanoi maths puz-
Zle into a maze. But since
ants cannot move disks,
they converted the puzzlein-
to amaze where the shortest
path corresponds to the so-
Iution with fewest moves in
the toy puzzle.

The ants were given one
hour to sclve the maze by
creating a high traffic path

Experts found the
ants arealso
capable of adapting
an optimal solution
to fit a problem

between their nest and the
food source, after which
time the researchers
blocked off paths and
opened up new areas of the
maze totest the ants'dynam-
ic problem solving ability.

After an hour, the ants
solved the Towers of Hanoi
by finding shortest path
around the edge of the maze.
“Finding the most efficient
path through a busy network
is a common challenge faced
by delivery drivers, tele-
phone routers and engi-
neers,” says Chris Reid, who
led the study, acencies
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It takes 7 seconds to judge a person

London: A clinical psychologist
has stated that it takes just seven
secondsfor ustojudgeanother per-
son when we first meet them.,

Linda Blair, clinical psycholo-
gist and author of Straight Talk-
ing, said that we subconsciously do
it, as it is a part of our survival in-
stinct. “It takes only seven seconds
for us to judge another person
when we first meet them,” the Dai-
ly Mail quoted her as saying. -

“It’s not a conscious process, S0
wedon'teven realise we'redoing it

-—but it goes back to our primitive
roots when we couldn’t afford to
make wrong decisions,” she said.
JudiJames, author of The Body
Language Bible, agrees that it
comes naturally to us, and that

BASIC INSTINCT

even thoughweknow itisnotanac-
curate way of evaluating another
person, we still do it. James warns
that while we instantly judge oth-
ers, we also slip up on signals we
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ourselves give out, which makes us
arrive at business or social events
looking dour, anxious, shy or hos-
tile, without realising it.

Expert tips on how to pass the
seven-second test includes, taking
a moment before meeting peopleto
check on appearance and to

- breathe out gently to remove ten-

sion and calm any nervescaused by
shyness or anxiety. Pulling oneself
up to full height will make one look
confident, and also relax muscle
tension. ani
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Real-life Da Vinci code
found in Mona Lisa’s eyes

London: In what mirrors
the book and Hollywood
movie ‘“The Da Vinci Code’,
art historians claim to have
uncovered a reallife Da
Vinci code, after they found
tiny letters painted into the
eyesof the Mona Lisa.
They discovered the
mysterious hidden mess-
age while studying magni-
fied images of LeonardoDa
Vinci's most famous paint-

ing which is hanging in the -

LouvreinParis, Britishtab-
loid The Sunreported.

Art historian Silvano
Vinceti said: *To the naked
eyethe symbolsare not visi-
ble but with a magnifying
glass they are clearly see.
We know Da Vinci used
symbols so weareconfident
that they are a message
from him. “In the right eye

THE EYES HAVEIT

appears to be the letters LV,
which could well stand for
his name. In'the left eye
there are also symbols. It is
difficult to make them out
butthey appeartobethelet-
tersCand Eor Bwhichisin
the Louvre in Paris.”

The art historians from
Italy's National Cultural

Heritage committee also
discovered a 72, or possibly
an L and a 2, painted into a
bridge in the background of
the famous portrait.

The experts examined
the Mona Lisa after finding
a book in an antique shop
that claimed there were ti-
ny hidden symbols in the

eyes. “The question now is, -

what do they mean?” Silva-
nowasquoted assaying.
The Guardian newspa-
per suggested the letters
may be aclue to the identity
of the female model in the
painting, whichhasbeenan
enduring mystery for ages.
In the bestselling novel and
movie ‘The Da Vinci Code’,
an art historian, played by
Tom Hanks, finds sinister
hidden messagesinthe Ital-
iangenius'sartworks. st
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Saturn rings:
Leftovers
from cosmic
- murder?

Washington: One of solar
system's most evocative mys-
teries — origin of Saturn's
rings — may be a case of cos-
mic murder, new research
says. The victim: an unnam-
edmoonof Saturnthatdisap-
peared 4.5 billion yearsago.
The suspect; a disk of hy-
drogen gas that once sur-
rounded Saturn when its doz-
ens of moons were forming,
but has now fled the crime
scene, The cause of death; A
forced plunge into Saturn.
And those colorful rings
are the only evidence left, As
the doomed moon made its
death spiral, Saturn robbed its
outer layer of ice, which then
formed rings, according to a
new theory “Saturn wasanac-
complice and that produced
the rings,” said study author
Robin Canup, an astronomer
at the Southwest Research In-
stitute in Boulder, Colorado.
Theoriginal rings were 10
to 100 times larger than they

are now, but over time the ice’
in the outer rings has coa-

lesced into some of Saturn's
tiny inner meons. ap
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IT'T: Notices to
two ex-directors?

Akshaya Mukul | txn

New Ielhi: Widening thenet
of its investigation into the
fake institute — Institution of
Electrical Engineers (India)
— being run by the II'N-
Kharagpur faculty, Bengal po-
Hee say notices would be gent
soon to fwo former directors
— K L Chopra and § K Dubey
— who are currently in Delhi

J Chatforaj, in-chargeof the
investigation, told Tol, "We
might ask them o come {o
Kharagpur to identify docu-
ments, and answer gueries.”
Investigation has also revealed
that J K Tiwari, the brain be
hind IEE(D) and unconnected
with IIT, waseven issued an H'T
employvee identity card by offi-

ciating registrar T K Ghosal,
the then deputy registrar
Later Ghosal filed an FIR
against A K Ghosh, former
head of department of aero-
space engineering, who has
since been suspended along
with others. Police also discov-
ered Tiwari's bank account that
bears the address of the official
guarter, allotted to IKE().
(GGhosal, who till recently
denied that IEE() was given
official accommodation, now
claims the l-card was issued to
Tiwari, director general and
secretary of IEE(D, and three
others since they were work-
ingfor the institute, " was not
a permanent I-card, but valid
for only a yvear. K was only for
going o IEE(]),” he says.
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Pudukottai: The celebrated
cave paintings of Sit-
tanavasal, regarded one of
the finest examples of ancient
Jain art, are deteriorating,
thanks to the ravages
wrought by time and vandal-
ism. Almost 70 per cent of the
paintings in this femple
carved out of rock near
Pudukottal in Tamil Nady,
may have been lost due ftolack
of care, and now experts are
calling for a unique solution
to save the remaining works.

The complex sifuatedona
hill 16 km from the present
fown comprises of the tem-
ple, a hall and a burial ground
with inscriptions and frescoes
dating back to the third cen-
tury BC. Celebrated by art
lovers worldwide — it is con-
sidered the earliest example
of cave paintings in India af-
ter Ajanta in Aurangabad —
- most of the murals and fres-
coes here are wearing away
due to lack of maintenance.
The impact of moisture has
either erased the images on
the walls or peeled off the
plaster. Heritage enthusiasts
say there’s an urgent need for
national level consultations
and more funding to preserve
the surviving work; one of
the proposed strategies draws
its inspiration from the
Ajanta complex where the
government has gone to the
exteni of building four
replicas of the caves and
sealed off access to the orig-
inals for tourists.

Time of India Chennai 13.12.10 p-5

Celebrated cave temple loses sheen

Expert Seeks Replicas To Save Original Frescoes In Ancient Jain Templg

Pics: Aghok Kr

“Sittanavasal is a very im-
portant place for heritage. De-
spite being a strong Jain cen-
tre, the complex even has
Tamil inscriptions from 3rd
century BC to 13 century AD.
Our governments lack vision
and planning to preserve
these rare monuments.

Although Siftanavasal
comes under the ASE no se-
rious action has been taken
so far to prevent the paintings
from furiher decay It's high
time we protected this mon-
ument the way the Ajanta
caves are being preserved,”
says S Swaminathan, a re-
tired II'T professor and her-
itage enthusiast who has pre-

Pioneer ND 14/12/2010

pared a proposal on how to
preserve the paintings of Sit-
tanavasal, but has found no
takers for six years.

The Ajanta model that
Swaminathan proposes would
require the government fo ac-
quire some land near the tem-
ple for it and build a replica
of the Sittanavasal temple
where a Jain monastery ex-
isted from third century BC
to 10th century AD. “My proj-
ect aims at building a full-
scale replica of the cave tem-
ple with its paintings recre-
ated to its original state. This
will help people appreciate
our lost glory,” he says.

But how will the replica

solve the problem of main-
taining or salvaging the orig-
inal? Swaminathan says the
suceess of the Ajanta model
is a case in point. “In Ajanta
and at the Brihadeeswara
temple of Thanjavur, we have
seen replicas being builf for
visitors. Only research schol-
ars and students are allowed
to see the original and that
too with special permission.
If this is done, the original
cave and paintings can be
sealed off and the right tem-
perature and ambient condi-
tions can be maintained in
the interiors to preserve i
from further decay,” he says.
However, the ASIsaysitis

P-5

doing its best to preserve the

Faswamy

paintings at Sittanavasal.
“There are huge deposits of
dust and smoke on the fres-
coes and mural works here.
Affer we fook over, we have
done suitable treatment to
preserve them. It's like a doe-
tor diagnosing many patients,
Each work needs a different
treatment. Filling, edging and
coating have been given. But
still many paintings are be-
yond reparation. We can’t
recreate them, as we don’t
know the ancient colour mix-
ing patters,” says D Dayalan,
superintending archaeclogist
of ASIL.

misajuditimesgroup.com

SC nod to common test for all medical
colleges from next session

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE B NEW DELH!

n a piece of good news for thousands of
mecgm] aspirants, the Sué)reme Courton
Monday gave the go ahead to the Medical
Council of India (MCI) to proceed with
steps for holding a common entrance
examination for selection to all
Government and private medical colleges.

The order by court paved the way for
MCI to hold a common test for admission
into MBBS and post-graduate courses

throughout the country beginning the next

~ academic year 2011-12.

The order came in a PIL filed by one
Simran Jain, who demanded a common
medical test to be free from the hassles of
appearing in separate exams conducted
by the Centre, State and private
medical colleges.

The MCI, which was open to the idea,
told a Bench of Justices RV Raveendran
and AK Pattnaik that due to the penden-
cy of case before Apex Court, the Council
had not decided yet on the proposal
Clarifying, the Bench said, “Pendency of

the petition will not stand in the way of
MCI to notify the new regulations (pmj:)s-
ing single CET} and the subsequent chal-
lenge by others to the notification.”

The MCI had on a previous date indi-
cated to court that holdin‘f of a single
entrance examination would bring course
offered by nearly 271 medical colleges
under one latge utnbrella, of which 133 are
run privatefy.

More than 30,000 medical seats would
be available under the common test
for MBBS aspirants.

Page 7 of 15



Indian Express, ND 14-Dec-10 p-11

—— FROM THE SUPREM

ECOURT —

SC clears way for single
medical entrance test

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, DEC13

THE Supreme Court on
Monday refused to inter-
fere with the Medical
Council of India’s (MCI)
decision to conduct an all-
India common entrance
test for undergraduate
medical science courses,
giving a virtual go-ahead for
the medical body to change
admission rules and notify
the “single eligibility-cum-
entrance examination”.
“Nothing will come in
the way of the decision to
be taken by the MCT on the
issue of introduction of sin-
gle-window common en-
trance test on all-India basis
for admission to under-
graduate medical science
courses,” abench compris-
ing Justices R V Raveen-
dran and A K Patnaik said.
The MCI can now go
ahead and seek the opin-

ion of various state govern-
ments on the single-win-
dow entry to undergradu-
ate medical courses.

The Health Ministry is
opposing the MCI decision
in view of reservations ex-
pressed by some states on
the grounds of practical dif-
ficulties in implementing
the new admission rules.

In a separate application
in the SC, students sup-
ported the new MCI rules,
saying that it would prevent
“rampant seat wastage and
seats being sold for crores”.

Speaking for the students,
advocate Avdesh Chaud-
hary argued that his clients
were “medical students be-
longing to the middle-class
strata, who have very limited
resources for pursuing med-
ica! studies in private col-
leges and are pursuing or
will have to pursue in gov-

ernment medical colleges”™.

The apex court itself had

issued directions on August
3, 2010 for the introduction
of a‘single window scheme’,

“The whole ideology has
its own rationale as stu-
dents, after being successful
in the entrance exam, un-
dergo counselling and are
offered confirmed seats in
medical colleges and there
is no scope of having stu-
dents being offered multi-
ple seats in different col-
leges,” Dr  Prashant
Sharma, who represents
the studentsin the SC, said.

‘The students said in their
petition that even in the
apex institute of the coun-
try— AIIMS — 54 seatsin
January 2010 session and 8
seats in the July 2010 ses-
sion were wasted due to
mid-session withdrawals
when students got better
branches in other institutes.
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T Kharagpur registrar
under scanner

ANUBHUTI VISHNOI
NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 13

ARELY a month after
B IIT Kharagpur CVQ,

Prof AK Ghosh, was
booked for running a fake in-
stitute from the campus, al-
legedly in league with some
ex-directors, it has emerged
that Registrar Prof T K
Ghoshal may also be involved
in the crime.

Ghoshal, whose appoint-
ment as Officiating Registrar
has now come under the scan-
ner — he was reportedly
given the job despite not hav-
ing the minimum qualifica-
tion and the required experi-
ence of eight years as deputy
registrar — is learnt to have is-
sued an IIT identity card to
Jugal Kishore Tiwari, the “Di-
rector General and Secre-
tary” of the fake institute,
even though he is not an em-

The institute

was set up in 2006 and
was initially housed in
the iIT’s Quarter B-5,
which was allegedly
illegally occupied

by Tiwari

FAKE
INSTITUTE

ployee of the II'T

Ghosal, who was deputy
registrar when he allegedly is-
sued the IITID card, inciden-
tally, in his capacity as regis-
trar, also filed an FIR against

Ghosh and others for running -

the fake institute, but omitted
any mention of the fake card.

The card, a copy of which is
with The Indian Express, men-
tions Tiwari’s designation as

Director, IEE (Institution of
Electrical Engineers), the
fake institute. Tiwari used this
card, now with the police, to
dupe students into believing
that he was an ITT professor.
The fake institute came to
light when about 22 of its stu-
dents complained to IIT
Kharagpur Director, Prof
Damodar Acharya, about an
“unrecognised and unautho-
rised fake institute “founded
and operated” by Prof
Ghosh,professor in the IIT's
Department of Aerospace
Engineering. The fake insti-

' tute was reportedly set up in

2006 and was initially housed
in the IIT"s Quarter B-3,
which, allegedly, was illegally
occupied by Tiwari.

Ghosh was suspended on
Qctober 25,2010, and an FIR
was lodged against him, Ti-
wari and one Prof J C Biswas,
on November 9.
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IIM students seek career outside corporate jungle

SREERUPA MITRA
Bungalore

BELIEVE it or not, there have

The placements are but

very paying but is more re-

a step to the good life that warding in other - year
final jobs bring, but there  ways. It could bein .-
been instances fields as diverseas - @

are students at the various where students have re-

Indian Institutes of Man- jected big corporate offers  work.

agement who spurn lucra-  to take up summer jobs for
tive offers for summer an eventual out-of-the-hox
career that may not be

placements.

politics and social

Their -
are not high though, world.
but growing nevertheless

numbers

[IM grads chase dreams

From P1

According to an [IM-
Ahmedabad placement of-
ficial, the institute had a
higher number of students
opting out of lucrative cor-
porate internships -- all of
them had been shortlisted
by top firms.

“They included four stu-
dents who chose to work
under former president
AP} Abdul Kalam in his
PURA project. Another
with interest in governance
and publie policy formula-
tion would intern under
Prem Das Rai, an MP from
Sikkim. Given the fact that
the internship period coin-
cides with the budget ses-
sion, this provides a unique

and exciting opportunity
for a ringside view of policy
making at the highest lev-
el,” the official said.
Several students keen to
pursue a bigger challenge
of entrepreneurial experi-
ence chose to intern with
the National Innovation
Foundation, an initiative
of the Union government’s
department of science and
technology. The foundation
works towards discovering
grassreots innovations and
helping them turn into self-
supporting business.
Samyukktha Thiru-
meni, external relations
secretary of 1IM Calcutta,
said the number geing in
for such new areas was
small, but a couple of them

decided not to take the
placements, preferring to
try and become civil ser-
Vants or entrepreneurs.

The recruitment co-co-
ordinater at IIM-Lucknow
said 20 of the institute’s
students opted out of sum-
mer placements. They in-
tended to pursue their
own interests in areas
such as architecture, pub-
lic policy and bio-technol-
ogy, he said.

The summer place-
ments are for first-year stu-
dents and the internships
will start from January
2011 and will last for five to
six weeks,

shreerupamitra
@mydigitalfc.com

steadily. Every graduation
sees a handful
more of IIM students
opting out of place-
ments
their dream. career
outside the corporate -

Seven of IIM’ Banga-

lore’s students- opted out

of summer placement this
year.” They wanted to ei-

ther join the Cengress or

start a law firm or, a little

more conventionally, to set.

up OWn verntures,

“Of note is that all seven -
had some’ prior work expe- -
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rience and, therefore, had a
clearer idea of what they
wanted to do after the com-
pletion of -their course,”
said Praveen Gopal Krish-
nan, head of the student

. media cell at [IM-B.

Tum to PIG



FB wrestles with free speech, civility

MIGUEL HELFT

CALIFORNIA

Dec. 13;: Mark Zuckerberg,
the co-founder and CEO of
-Facebook, likes to say that
his Website brings people
together, helping to make
the world a better place. But
‘FB isn’t utopia, and when it
comes up short, Dave Will-
ner tries to clean up.

Dressed in  Facebook’s
quasi-official uniform of
jeans, a T-shirt and flip-
flops, the 26-year-old Mr.
Willner hardly looks like a
cop on the beat. Yet, he and
his colleagues on Face-
book’s “hate and harassment
teamn” are part of a virtual
police squad charged with
taking down content that is
illegal or violates Face-
book’s terms of service.
That puts them on the front
line of the debate over free
speech on the Internet.

That role came into sharp
focus last week as the con-
troversy about WikiLeaks
boiled over on the Web, with
coordinate¢  attacks on
major corporate and govern-
ment sites perceived to be
hostile to that group.

Facebook took down a
page used by WikiLeaks
supporters to organize hack-
ing attacks on such compa-
nies as PayPal and Master-
Card; it said the page violat-
ed the terms of service,
which prohibit material that
is  hateful, threatening,
pornographic or incites vio-
lence or illegal acts. But it
did not remove Wikil.eaks’s
own Facebook pages.
Facebook’s decision in the
matter illustrates the com-
plexities that the company
grapples with, on issues as
diverse as that controversy,
verbal  bullying among

teenagers, gay-haiting, and, or pages, critical of Islam . this far” she s

Asian Age, ND14-Dec-10

or violates the site's terms of service.

teligious intolerance. With
Facebook’s prominence on
the Web — its more than
500 million members
upload more than one billion
pieces of content a day —
the site’s role as an arbiter of
free speech is set to become
even more pronounced.

“Facebook has  more
power in determining who
can speak and who can be
heard around the globe than
any Supreme Court justice,
any king or any president,”
said Jeffrey Rosen, a Jaw
professor at George Wash-
ington  University. “It is
important that FB is exercis-
ing its power carefully and
protecting more  speech
rather than less.”

But Facebook rarely pleas-
es everyone. Any piece of
content — a photograph,
video, page or even a mes-
sage between two individu-
als — could offend some-
body. Decisions by the com-
pany not to remove material
related to Holocaust denial

and other religions, for
example, have annoyed
advocacy  groups  and
prompted some foreign gov-
ernments to temporarily
block the site.

Some critics say Facebook
does not do enough to pre-
vent certain abuses, like bul-
lying, and may put users at
nsk with lax privacy poli-
cies. They also say the com-
pany is often too slow to

respond to problems.
For example, a page lam-
pooning and, in some

instances, threatening vio-
lence against'an 11-year-old
girl from Florida, who had
appeared in a music video,
was still up last week,
months after nsers reported
the page to Facebook. The
girl’s mother said she had
been in touch with law
enforcement authorities and
was hoping the offenders
would be prosecuted.

“I’'m upset that Facebook
has allowed this to go on
repeatedly and to let it get
id

"

T e

Members of Facebook’s “hate and harassment team” remove content that is illegal

p-11

inviting people to remember
Tyler Clementi and other

gay teenagers who have

committed suicide, on so-
called Spirit Day, Oct. 20.

Woiking with colleagues
here and in Dublin, they
tracked down the accounts
of the offenders and shut
them down. Then, using an

_ automated technology to tap

Facebook’s graph of con-
nections between members,
they tracked down more
profiles for people, who, as
it turned out, had also been
posting violent messages.
“Most of the hateful con-
tent was coming from fake
profiles,” said James
Mitchell, who is Mr. Will-
ner’s supervisor and leads

. the team. He said that

A Facebook spokesman
said the company had left
the page up because it did

not violate its terms of serv--

ice, which allow criticism of
a public figure. The
spokesman said that by
appearing in a band’s video,
the girl had become a public
figure, and that the threaten-
ing comments had not been
posted until a few days ago.
Those comments, and the
account of the user who had
posted them, were removed.

Facebook says it responds -

as fast as it can to the rough-
ly two million reports of
potentially abusive content
its users flag every week.
“Our intent is to triage to
make sure we get to the
high-priority, high-risk and
high-visibility items most
quickly,” said Joe Sullivan,
FB’s chief security officer.

In early October, Mr. Will-
ner and his colleagues spent
more than a week dealing
with one such case; rogues
had posted antigay mes-

because most of these pro-
files, created by people he
called “trolls,” were con-
nected to those of other
trolls, Facebook could track
down and block an entire
network relatively quickly.

Nancy Willard, director of
the Center for Safe and
Responsible Internet Use,
which advises parents and
teachers on Internet safety,
said her organization fre-
quently received complaints
that Facebook does not
quickly remove threats
against individuals. FB
maintains it is doing its best.

“In the same way that
efforts to combat bullying
offline are not 100 per cent
successful, the efforts to
stop people from saying
something offensive about
another person online are
not complete either,” Joe
Sullivan said.

Facebook  faces even
thornier challenges when
policing activity that is con-
sidered political by some,
and illegal by athers, like the

;sages and threats on a page , contrgygrgy, gver Wikileaks,
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and the secret diplomatic
cables it published.
Last spring, for example,

the company declined to,

take down pages related to
“Everybody Draw Muham-
mad Day,” an Internet-wide
protest to defend free specch
that surfaced in repudiation
of death threats received by
two cartoonists who had
drawn pictures of Muham-
mad. A lot of the discussion
on Facebook involved peo-
ple in Islamic countries
debating with people in the
West about why the images
offended. Facebook's team
worked to separate the polit-
ical discussion from the
attacks on specific people or
Muslims. But its refusal to
shut down the debate caused
its entire site to be blocked
in Pakistan and Bangtadesh
for several days. '
Facebook has also sought
to walk a delicate line on

‘Holocaust denial. The com-

pany has generally refused
to block Holocaust denial
material, but has worked
with human rights groups to
take down some content
linked to organizations or
groups, like the government
of Iran, for which Holocaust
denial is part of a larger
campaign against Jews.

“Obviously we disagree
with them on Holocaust
denial,” said Rabbi Abraham
Cooper, associate dean of
the Simon Wiesenthal Cen-
ter. But he said Facebook
had done a better job than
many other major Web sites
in developing a thoughtful
policy on hate and harass-
ment. The soft-spoken Mr.
Willner said he did not love
watching so much of the
underbelly of Facebook.

“1 handle it by focusing on
the fact that what we do mat-

ters,” he ‘said. Wl
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Fake glare on
II'T official

OURSPECIAL
CORRESPONDENT

New Delli, Dec. 12: Students
of a fake institute that was
opened on the IIT Kharagpur
campus have produced an
identity card with the premier
engineering college’s emblem,
raising questions about the in-
volvement of a former deputy
registran

Officiating registrar TK.
{Ghosal had issued the identity
ecard in 2006 with the IIT
Kharagpur emblem to JK. Ti-
wary, who was running the n-
stitution of Elecirical Engi-
neering (1EE), the fake insti-
tute.

AKX, Ghosh, the head of
the aeronautical enzgineering
department in IIT Kharagpur,
was the president of the fake
institute till 2008.

A Tormer professor in the
electrical engineering depart-
ment, J.C. Biswas, was the
vice-president of the IEE.
From 20038 to 2007, the fake
tech college was rum {rom his
gquarters on the campus.

The ID card was issued in
2008 to Tiwary, who had noth-
ing to do with the IIT, by Ghos-
al who was the deputy regis-
trarthen.

The card mentions Ti-
wary's name and carries the
emblem of IIT Kharagpur on
top and identifies him as the

director of the IEE.

“We have requested the
vigilance wing of the ministry
that all the HIT officials and
faculty whose association
with the fake institute has
gome to the surface should be
investigated. Thev should be
asked to go on leave so that
they do not influence investi-
gation,” an IEE student said.

(Ghosal, who has nof been
arrested vet, has admitted that
he had issued the ID card but
said the IEE was considered a
genuine institution.

“Nobody knew that the IEE
was a [ake institute at that
time. I had issued the identity
card to Tiwary so that he could
come inside the IIT campus fo
discharge his duties at the
IEE." he said.

The IEE did not have the
approval from the All India
Council of Technical Educa-
tion to offer anv diploma
COUTrse.

Ghosal recently filed an
FiR against Ghosh and some
others allegedly involved in
the case.

The matter of granting an
T ID card did not figure in
the FiR.
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